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The Kimberley Counts

A special initiative by RDA Kimberley and the
Kimberley Regional Group

Information for Kimberley Community Champions




About the Census

» Every five years, the Australian Bureau of Statistics
(ABS) counts every person and dwelling in Australia
and provides a snapshot of who we are.

* Census data tells us about the economic, social and
cultural make-up of the country.

« Census data is used to inform many decisions from
planning schools, healthcare and roads to local and

essential services.

* An accurate Census counts helps get Government
funding for the essential infrastructure and services.

» Census night is Tuesday 11 August 2026.
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During the last Census, many people weren’t

accurately counted. The official figures for the
Kimberley in 2021 were:

Broome SWEK
16,959 people 7,477 people
6,015 dwellings 2,631 dwellings

Median weekly rent $300 Median weekly rent $230

Derby/West Kimberley = Halls Creek

7,075 people 3,574 people

2,340 dwellings 1,116 dwellings

Median weekly rent $100 Median weekly rent $90

- /)
) sk D)

Avstrala GiMBERLEY

nnnnnnnnnnnnn

An Australian Government Initiative




Why does an accurate count matter?

Being counted helps provide a clearer
picture of the Kimberley’s population.

Knowing how many people are in the region helps
plan and get government funding for essential
services and infrastructure.

This includes things like housing, hospitals and
healthcare, roads, schools and childcare, and
community facilities.

In 2021, there was a big undercount because some
people didn’t fill out their forms or didn’t include
everyone on them. This affected government funding
for the next five years.
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Counting everyone in the
Kimberley can help get
funding for:

Hospitals and
health services

Housing and
accommodation

Education and
childcare

Roads and
trans DOFI

Parks and
recreation
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When is the 2026 Census?

Census night is Tuesday 11 August 2026.

There is plenty of time to complete the form. Tuesday
If you know where you’re going to be on
Tuesday 11 August, you can fill out the forms
beforehand.
Most people will complete their forms on August
Census night itself. N
But, if you forget to fill it out, the forms can be
completed up until Sunday 20 September 2026.
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FAQs — remote communities

Camveiey
Census staff will be visiting remote communities and U
pastoral stations over the next few weeks to hand out

Census forms to everyone.

They can also help complete the forms for people who
need assistance.

Recording everyone in your home on Census night,
even if they’re not meant to be there, is important to
help get funding for the services everyone uses.

Our Country,
our count.
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FAQs — town residents

Census staff will be hand delivering forms to most
homes in the Kimberley, starting at the end of July.

It’s important that residents include everyone staying
in the house on Census night, Tuesday 11 August, on
their household forms.

This includes visitors, children and babies.

Recording everyone in your home on Census night,
even if they’re not meant to be there, is important to
help get funding for the services everyone uses.

“ Regional f
4 Developme{nt/

KIMBERLEY
REGIONAL GROUP

meKimberley
Countss::

Your home,
your count.
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FAQs — seasonal / FIFO workers

Work here, count here.

If you live in the Kimberley for six months of the year or more,
use your Kimberley address as your usual place of
residence, even if your family or another home is elsewhere.

FIFO Workers

Most FIFO workers spend more than six months of the year
at work, so they should list their workers’ camp or mine site
as their usual place of residence. Your camp or workplace will
have a Census form for you to complete.

Temporary or seasonal workers Work here
9

If you’re working here for more than six months, count your count here.
Kimberley residence as your usual place of residence — this
can be a hostel. It applies for overseas workers too.
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FAQs — visitors / tourists

Stay here, count here.

If you are staying in the Kimberley on Census night, you
must complete a form here.

Staying in a private home

You should be included on that household’s form. There
is a space to fill out your usual place of residence as
well, so your hometown doesn’t miss out.

Staying in tourist accommodation

Your caravan park, hotel, hostel or accommodation
provider will have Census forms for you to complete on
Census night.

Every visitor counts this Census
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Privacy & confidentiality

Your information is private and
protected.

Census information is confidential by law.

It is not shared with Centrelink, housing providers,
employers, landlords, police or other government
agencies. ldentifying details like names and
addresses are removed from the final data.

You can’t get in trouble for information you put on
your Census form, so it’s safe to be honest.
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How your voice helps

In the Kimberley, trusted local voices can reach people in ways
advertising can’t.

Start local conversations - a casual conversation at the footy, the
markets, a school event or out in the community can go a long way

Use your own platforms — a post or share from a trusted local figure
often carries more weight than a standard advertisement.

Reach people who are often missed — some people in the community
can be missed, particularly if they need help filling out the form or don’t
have fixed address.

Build confidence in the process — hearing a trusted leader talk about
Census can encourage people to take part.
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What you can do to spread the word

Social media — create a video, make a post, use the
provided imagery or utilise your own, connect with your
audience the way you usually would.

Digital newsletter — add a section about the Census in
your regular email out.

Distribute posters — print out some posters for around
your office space, sports club, community group.

Talk about it — mention the key facts to your
colleagues, family and friends.
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Make sure everyone in the Kimberley counts this Census
to get our fair share of funding.

Advertising Campaign



K imberley Target Audiences
Counts s

* Alocal advertising campaign designed to
complement the national ABS Census
campaign.

* Focused on Kimberley groups that have
historically been undercounted.

« Aims to build trust, increase understanding and

explain why an accurate count matters.

» Highlights how Census data influences funding,
services and infrastructure across the region.

» Uses local imagery, recognisable spokespeople
and community champions, and tailored o
messaging to reach key audiences. visitors

Tourists and

« Encourages trusted community figures to share
information through their own networks.
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meKimberley Campaign Materials
Countss:

Social media Posters / flyers

» Social media — posts

« Social media — paid ad campaign targeting
different audiences

» A4 posters / flyers for distributing
+ Web page

+ E-Newsletter

* Media releases

_ _ E Newsletter
» Content will be available for everyone to use
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Web Landing Page www.rdakimberley.com.au/2026-census

What you need to know about completing
your Census form.

Census night is Tuesday 11 August 2026. This date isn't your only chance to complete, if you know where you are going to be on 11 August it
can be done before, or up until 20 September. You can complete the Census online, on paper, at home, or at camp.

How do | get my Census form?

A °
| I Delivered to your home Camp/caravan sites Worksite Employer O Hotel

Support services are available to those who need it. Please call 1800 181 227 for assistance.

We’re making sure everyone in the Kimberley
counts this Census.
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Media Centre

Spread the word in your community.

Download The Kimberley Counts social media tiles and A4 flyers to use in your community networks

By downloading and using these assets you agree to use all materials as supplied.

Downloadable Resources

Social Media Assets A4 Flyers Community Champions Kit

* Dedicated page where you can download campaign social
tiles and flyers for use on your own channels.

 www.rdakimberley.com.au/2026-census/media-kit
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Social Media

Our Country, Your home, Work here,
our count. your count. count here.

Every visitor counts this Census

« Facebook content — regular posts about the Census and what you need
to know. Champions can share posts from RDA Kimberley page.

» Facebook ad campaign also running throughout the region
 Tiles are available to download for use on your own social channels
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Posters / Flyers

* Flyers are available to
download from the media

Let's count everyone in the Ce n t re .

Kimberley this Census.

* Printed copies are
available from RDA.

* QR code takes people to
RDA Kimberley Census

web page

Let's count everyone in the
Kimberley this Census.
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Hospitals and Housing and Education and Roods and Parks and
health services  accommodation childcare transport recreation
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Posters / Flyers
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Visit here,

count here.

It you are in the Kimberley on Census night, you are
counted here, not at home.

It you are staying with friends or family in a private
home, you should be included on their household form.

Do not skip it because you think you will be counted
elsewhere. The Census counts you where you are that night.

Every visitor counted in the Kimberley adds to the
region’s official population figure, which affects how
services and infrastructure are funded.

Your answers are confidential by law. They are used
only for statistics and are never shared with other
government agencies.
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Counting everyone in the
Kimberley can help get
funding for:

Hospitals and
health services

Housing and
accommodation

Education and
childcare

Roads and
transport

Parks and
recreation
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FAQs

(Froquently Asked Questions)

Confidentiality

Work here,

Coanpensy,
count here.
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Completing the
Census form
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Being counted in the.

Kimberiey while you
work here helps fund the
healthcare, roods and
Infrastructure the region
rolios on, Including the
services you use while you
are here.
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Your worksite, camp, hospital or employer will have a Census form for you to complete.

g/ ‘Why completing the
Census matters

Why does an accurate count matter to the.
Kimberley?

Jan undercounted in
e the ificol populat
of poople using local serices and

helps get fa funding and

et peopie can compiete the Cens.
mber providod with the

1am staying in a hotel, hostel, caravan park or
campsite. What do|do?

1am working in the Kimberley on Census night.
Where dolgetaform?

llive in a remote community. How wil I take
part?

Wi vt communtes, prov
iotathern

How to get help
completing the form

o loter questic

What should | use as my usual address?

Counting everyona in the Kimbarley can help get funding for:
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Hospitals and Housing and Education and Roads and Parks and
health services  accommodation childcare transport recreation
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Where can | find more inf
(Call 1800181227 or visit wwiw.census.abs.gov.au foroffcil

< information and
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Thank you for helping

count everyone in the
Kimberley!

“d ngle?ggment /\ / Klm er e3,
An Australian Government Initiative usfra / a IT(Hi MBERLEY c 0 u nts EEON SZUGS



